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Before After

The Thai people are in deep mourning after their beloved, His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulaydej 
(Rama 9), passed away October 13th 2016, after a 70 year reign. Most Thai have spontaneously decided 
to wear black for one year. His Majesty tirelessly showed his love for his people as he implemented more 
than 4000 projects to help improve the lives of all Thai, mountain, plains and city people alike. The Church 
of Christ in Thailand’s newsletter ECHOES paid tribute saying “Amid rapidly changing and sometimes 
turbulent times, the King became a symbol of stability and continuity . . . The King was the center of honesty 
and national unity.” Joan and our daughters had many opportunities to sing for the King and the Royal 
Family. We saw, first hand, His Majesty’s devotion to serve His people. We too, are greatly saddened by 
His passing.

Cleft Lip and Palate Project

Since May 2016, Pan Rak (Sharing 
Love) Foundation, working with the 
Chiang Rai YMCA and Overbrook 
Hospital, helped 58 Wa cleft patients 
receive a new face and a new life. 
Many of these went back to Myanmar 
as believers in Christ as well. Pan 
Rak paid $600 per operation for 37 
of these operations. Now we are 
praying to do 20 more in December.

We are excited by the developments in the Cleft Lip and Palate and the Prostheses Training Projects 
of Pan Rak Foundation. These projects not only change people's lives physically, they also restore self 
respect and the ability to make valuable contributions to their people. Many see the love of God working 
through this aid and become believers. It also helps to build good relations between ethnic groups and 
countries.  
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Since 2012, we have brought 197, mostly land mine victims, from Myanmar to receive legs from the 
Princess Mother’s Prosthesis Foundation in Thailand. The Thai Christian Foundation (Pan Rak in Thailand), 
working through the Abundant Life Development team, made two trips to the Wa State in Myanmar and 
trained 15 Wa in below-the-knee prostheses from April to August 2016. Now the team is taking more 
training to teach the Wa to make their own above-the-knee prostheses. The team also plans to train 
technicians from the Shan State in Myanmar as well.The Wa and the Shan will not just be dependent on 
coming to Thailand for the prostheses but can make their own.

Prostheses Training Project

Nov. 20 Meeting with Princess 
Duang Duan (Sugar’s mother), the 
Director of the Culture Council of 
Chiang Mai, before she presented
"The 720 year - Good Person Award 
of Chiang Mai" to 124 of us. The 
ceremony was arranged by The Union 
of Women Volunteers - Buddhist, 
Christian and Muslim to celebrate 720 
years (the Thai celebrate 12 year cycles) 
of the founding of Chiang Mai. The

award was given, “for being involved in preserving and developing the city of Chiang Mai to prosperity 
and renown. As a person of sacrifice, by being a living example to others in the same field and making 
themselves useful to the whole society of Chiang Mai.”  

Joyful finish to below-the-knee training


